tion, but which is liable to increase until it becomes of grave importance as a cause of visual defect. This deformity is called conical cornea, or sometimes " keratoconus," or merely "conicity," and it depends upon a yielding and bulging forward of the central portion, so that the whole cornea assumes more or less the shape of a pyramid or of a cone. When pronounced, the aspect of conical cornea is not to be mistaken. As seen from the front, the centre of the eye appears to be of an unnatural brightness or increased refractive index, and almost glitters, in a way which has often been compared to the effect of a drop of dew upon the petal of a flower. When the eye is looked at in profile the altered curve of its outline becomes conspicuous. youth, and who told me that he had never recovered from the weakness which it left behind. I even remember a controversy in the medical journals of the time at which it was in vogue, as to who was really entitled to claim the merit of having originated it. The next step in the history rested upon a somewhat better foundation. In consequence of the irregularity of the so-called " cone," there is usually a considerable amount of astigmatism, with the result that vision is improved by looking through a narrow slit placed before some one meridian of the cornea, and perhaps supplemented by a lens. Machines in the nature of spectacles were made to carry such slits before the eyes, but they were very unsightly, and the progressive character of the disorder tended soon to impair or to destroy their usefulness. Nevertheless, both the late Sir William Bowman and the late Mr. Critchett thought it might be possible to utilise the slit, and for this purpose to convert the pupil itself from a circular into a slit-like opening. The meridian of best vision being ascertained, operations were performed upon the iris for the purpose of incarcerating it at each extremity of this meridian. The results were entirely disappointing. In the first place, the iris did not possess sufficient rigidity to enable the pupil to retain any form which could be described as " slit-like," and although it became an ellipse with its major axis in the desired direction, it usually retained quite a considerable diameter in the opposite one. In the second place, the incarceration itself became a source of danger to the eye, and led to attacks of iritis, which had a tendency to become recurrent and ultimately destructive. It was manifectly necessary to seek for a remedy on some other lines than these; and we are indebted to the late Albrecht von Grsefe for the suggestion which has led to ultimate success.
